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HYMENEAL OBSTRUCTION: A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE.
SIR,-In reference to Dr. Macdonald's case,1 allow me to give,

by way of bibliographical note, a similar case occurring in the
seventeenth century. I should be glad if any of your readers who
know of an earlier example of the kind in English medical litera-
ture will quote it in the JOURNAL, giving author, date, edition,
page, etc.
James Cooke, of Warwick, writes in his Melltficium Chirurgice,

or the Marrow of Chirurgery, etc., fourth edition, Part II, Section
3, Chapter V, p. 159, date 1685: "A young maid of 20, by consent
of her mother, having promised marriage to a young man, he
having a mind to taste of the fruit before ripe, was interrupted
by a membrane. He would have receded, pleading she was not
fit, which, being searched into, it was found as he said. The
mother and young woman were resolved to have it divided, and
therefore she remained in bed with her head low, both her knees
high, there being a couple of cushions under her loyns to raise her
body that something might more fitly be put under; then with
the hands, the part being kept open, there was, as well as could
be, conveyed, the crooked incision knife to the upper part of the
membrane, cutting it through downwards towards intestin.
rectum, going in a direct line, shunning the other way for fear of
the bladder, which was no sooner done but there issued out a dark
bloody matter to the quantity of 30 ounces, judged a collection of
the menses; a wonder that it should there lurk so long without
inflammation, pain, fever, etc., and that there was, so little stink,
and the part to be of good health. After apertion there was con-
veyed into it a pessary, framed of a dry spunge moistened, cum ol.
mucagin & mastichin. The place being widened with the
spunge, there was the next day put in a pessary of yellow wax
meoisted with oyl, putting to it a thick boulster and a bandage,
not to be removed unless to make water, or to use injection for the
cleansing of the vagina, which was continued to perfect recovery,
which was in fourteen days."

Tb&e preface to the Marrow of Chirurgery is dated "1 Warwick,
March 1st, 1647." WILLIAM SYvEs, F.S.A., M.R.C.S.

Mexborough.
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THE PORRO-CAESAREAN OPERATION.
SiB,-In answer to Mr. Lawson Tait's letter, I have to say that

I wrote an abstract record of the results of the Porro-COesarean
and Sanger-Ccesarean operations of the world, and sent it to the
JOURNAL on July 8th, 1889, because of numerous letters of inquiry
requiring the facts as given. If I had sent a record stating the
salient points of each case, such as Mr. Tait requires, so as to
show why certain operations ended in death, and others did not, it
would have required an entire number of the JOURNAL to contain
it. In the February number (1890) of the Internat. Jour. Med.
SC8., Mr. Tait will find a record of the Caesarean work of this
city, wherein all the points he can possibly demand for the benefit
of humanity are more fully given than in any corresponding
paper. I would recommend him, while he protests against the
paucity of facts in my general record, to notice in what way he
has given those of his own seven Porro cases, and to give them as
I have, in my Philadelphia table, at an early day, for the benefit
of the operation in Great Britain.
As the term " Porro-CEesarean " appears to excite the opposition

of Mr. Tait, I will give my reasons ior using it. Professor Porro
no doubt knew what he was doing when he named his operation
" Amputazione utero-ovarica come complemento di taglio Cesareo "
(Utero-ovarian amputation as completive of the Cwesarean section).
The common title of the operation in Italy is "Taglio Cesareo
metodo Porro." Ulietti, in 1885, writes: "Due operazioni Cesaree
Porro," which I translate: two Porro-Caesarean operations. Heus-
ner uses this title: " Uber eine Modification des Porro'schen
Kaiserschnittes." Paul Grossman of Omaha, U.S.A., 1883,3 heads
his report: "A Modified Porro-Csesarean Operation." I think I
have had examples enough to warrant me in using a good expla-
natory title. The supravaginal amputation of the uterus, to be a
Porro, must follow a Csesarean delivery of the fcetus.-I am, etc.,

Philadelphia ROBERT P. HARRIS, M.D.

2 Centralblatt f. G., Leipzig, 1883.
3 American Jour. Med. Sciences.

BONE-DRILLING IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF INFLAMED
JOINTS AND ELSEWHERE.

SIR,-My endeavour to be brief has caused me to be somewhat
obscure in the last sentence of my paper in last week's JOURNAL.

My remark that " the vexed question as to excision (of joints)
being possibly set at rest," was not intended to imply that the
operation I advocated was to supersede in all cases the operation
of excision. It was intended to mean that the operation I
described would in many cases so subdue inflammation as to set at
rest the question which might previously have arisen as to the
necessity or desirability of excision.
Having previously published a letter upon this subject, I was

led to refer to it but briefly in my paper.-I am, etc.,
Queen Anne Street, W. NOBLE SMITH.

DANGERS OF FLUSHING THE PERlTONEUM WITH
SUBLIMATE.

SiR,-I read with much interest the leading article on this sub-
ject in the JOURNAL of February 22nd. I have for some time
strongly held the opinion that one of the chief causes of the
danger of toxic symptoms resulting from the use of corrosive
sublimate as an antiseptic arises from the fact that, after it has
passed into the circulation, it becomes converted into insoluble, or
partially insoluble, compounds, both by the albumen and by the
carbonate of soda of the blood (an albuminate of mercury and a
carbonate of mercury being respectively formed), and that in
consequence it becomes deposited in the various tissues, and so
by not being speedily eliminated from the system, produces toxic
effects.

This disadvantage is not possessed by the soluble biniodide of
mercury in the form of the double iodides of mercury and potas-
sium, which, besides being a more powerful germicide than cor-
rosive sublimate, and therefore capable of being used in much
weaker solutions, is not precipitated either by the albumen or by
the carbonate of soda of the blood. There is, consequently, no
danger of its being deposited in any of the tissues, and, as a
matter of fact, after absorption into the circulation, it is rapidly
eliminated by the kidneys. In a paper that I read before the
Harveian Society in November last on the "Antifermentative
Treatment of Infantile Diarrhoea," in which I recorded the results
of the biniodide of mercury treatment which I had employed for
eighteen months in the treatment of certain forms of infantile
diarrhoea, I stated that the rapid diffusibility and elimination by
the kidneys of this double iodide of mercury and potassium, was
proved by the fact that in the case of a male adult who had not
previously taken mercury, and who came under Mr. Hastings
Stewart to be treated for secondary syphilis, a subcutaneous in-
jection of three-quarters of a grain of the double iodide was ad-
ministered, and within two hours of the injection I was able to
find a small quantity of mercury in the urine.

I am strongly of opinion that the biniodide of mercury, of the
strength of 1 in 4,000 to 1 in 10,000, is a more valuable and much
safer antiseptic than corrosive sublimate; it has been used in the
wards of St. Mary's Hospital with good results. The soluble
double iodide of mercury and potassium is now prepared in a solid
form under the name of " iodic hydrarg.," by Messrs. Burroughs
and Wellcome.-I am, etc., ARTHUR P. LUFF, M.D.
Westbourne Terrace.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIIRURGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.-
The following is the list of officers for the ensuing year proposed
by the Council for election at the annual meeting on this day
(Saturday):- President: *Timothy Holmes. Vice-Presidents:
Robert Barnes, M.D.; *J. Langdon Down. M.D.; *Alfred Willett;
*John Croft. Treasurers: Charles John Hare, M.D.; John Ashton
Bostock, C.B. Honorary Secretaries: Frederick Taylor, M.D.;
J. Warrington Haward. Honorary Librarians: Samuel Jones
Gee, M.D.; John Whitaker Hulke, F.R.S. Members of Council:
*Walter Butler Cheadle, M.D.; William Miller Ord, M.D.; Arthur
Julius Pollock. M.D.; *George Vivian Poore, M.D.; *T. Gilbart
Smith, M.D.; William Harrison Cripps; *Clinton Thomas Dent;
*Henry Greenway Howse; *Henry Walter Kiallmark; *Herbert
William Page. Those gentlemen against whose names an asterisk
is placed were not on the Council, or did not fill the same office last
year.
IN consequence of a severe outbreak of measles at Morley, near

Leeds, all the Sunday and day schools in the borough are to be
closed. About 1,000 children are unable to attend their respective
schools, and twelve deaths were reported on Monday last.


